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Revel. 9.20. 
"And the reſt of the men,which were 
not killed by the plagues , yet re- 


pented not of the works of their 
bands. 


Of Lthough Tam not with- 
out apprehenfſion,that 
che frequencie of pe- 
nitential diſcourſes , 
and the {ceming eaſj- 
nels of repentance may indiſpoſe 
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{ome perions for fuch an attent1- 
on as 1s necetiary both to ſpea- 
ker and hearcrs, for a due per- 
formance of the Offices, which 
we are about; yer 1 ſhall] not 
ſpend rtme in making Apologies 
for the Argument , which have 
cholen. 

Among all the aggravations of 
our fins, there is none more hei- 
nous, than the frequent heating 
of our duty : Among all the cr- 
rors of aur lives, there 1s none 
more fatal , than that concern- 
12g the caftnets of rhe Cury of 
Repentance. 

To diſcover rhe fallacy, and 
to p.c vent the dangerous contc- 
quences of this imagination , [ 
have cholcn ar (liz time to treat 
of rhis 1nftruGtive 13h. nc: of the 
Text. 


It 
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lf Repenrance were lo caſe as 
15 1mapined , why did not rneie 
men repent, that are mentioned 
in the word;, which I have 
read ? 

They had not only the Di- 
Gates of Nature, and the advan- 
rage of the Scriptures to move 
them to 1t; they had the Vii- 
niſtry of Angels ro per{wade 
them 3 they had Thunders and 
Trumpets to awaken them, and 
rouze them up : they had 
figns and wonders 1a the hea- 
ven above, and: 1n the earch 
below : they had providentt- 
al inſtances of prodigious judgec- 
ments , and wonderful mcur- 


®) —_ -® 
They were ſpectators of giie- 
vous Plagues brought upon ther 
neighbours ; they were Monu- 
ments of ftugviar muicics and 
1.1% 
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deliverances a long time con- 
tinued to themſelves. 

When thouſands tell beſide 
them, they were a remnant kepc 
alive; when others were deſtroy- 
ed, they were preſerved; for cx- 
pertment,to try whether yet they 
would repent. 

I fay the perſons in the Text 
were 0 \omi, the reſt of the men 
that were not killed by thoſe 
. Plagues : And the reſt of the 
men that were not killed , yet 
 . repented not of the works of their 
hands. 

My endeavours at this time 
will be, by ſhewing the danger 
and fatal conſequences of impe- 
nitence, to move my ſelf and 0- 
thers ro repent. And to deter- 
mine preciſcly who rheſe per- 
ſons were, of what Nation, of 
what Church, of what condi- 

tion, 
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tion , in what time they lived, 
what were the Plagues brought 
upon them, when and how they 
were executed , and ſuch other 

articulars, I am no way obliged 
by the deſign which I have pro- 
pounded. 

About theſe particulars Ex+ 
pofitors extremely differ ; in 
this they all agree , thar they 
had the advantage of the Scri- 
ptures to bring them to repen- 
cance. 

Whatever ts the exact, cither 
liberal, or myſtical meaning of 
this vidon of the ſeven Angels, 
and the ſeven Trumpets ; and of 
that lofty tragical Scheme, where- 
in 1t is reprefented, thus much 
is evident, that notwithſianding 
all Gods dealings with -men to 
bring them to repentance, t they 
will fometimes continue in im- 
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penitence,and rhat this 15 an hor- | 
rible provocation. | 

The words which I have cho- $ 
ſen contain the lad refult of the 
labours of fix Angels, the warn- 
ing of fix Trumpets, the opera- 
tion of fix Plagues, and fix De- 
Iiverances. 

And they are the common 
nodc, or term, conneciing the 
Antecedent parts of the viſion 
(b-21»ning at the 8th. Chapter ) 
Wit the Cataſtrophe thereot 


(detivered i in the 10th. ) 


/ 


They are ro be conſidered two 
ways. 


WO 


Ab- 
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; CAbſolutely, where we have 
1 CMatter, containing the charaQter of 


z 


I 


their perſons deſcribed by 

i CGods dealing with them:not kil- 

led ; remnant of others killed z 

killed by grievous plagues, 

25 Their dealings with God:repent- 
ed notznot of the works of their 
hands; worſhip of Devils,Idols, 
(firſt Table : ) Sorcerics, Mur- 

thexs, Formcations , Thetts , 
_ (ſecond Table..) 

Form and manner : in the form of an 
Epiphonema , expre(s'd by the par- 
ticle, yet, repetible upon every part 
of their character, (not killed , 
yet repented not; yet rep:ntcd not 
of the works of their hands. ) 

CA4dmirantis, 


15v . . ind; 
Tet 0x, Accingentis advinditt xm 


i 


caſe, and ſecondly , the deiperate- 
neſs of the provocation : for the 
words are to be conſidered not only 


C abſolutely ; but allo 


Relatively 3 as they look backward and 
forward ; and are the connexion of the 
Antecedent parts of the Vition with the 
Cataſtrophe. Six Angels founded fix 
Trumpets,and executed fix Judgements3 
yet they repented not--= They repented 
not, and the ſeventh Angel ſounded and 
ſwore, that time (i e. Time of repentance, 

i & reſpite of vengeance ſhould be nolouger. 


Tie 


It firſt implics the ſtrangenets of che 
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The words thus reſolved 
l would afford many conſiderable 
obſervations ; I ſhall take up 
three that lye uppermoſt. 

1. From the form and manner 
of the words (as they are an E- 
piphonema expreſling a kind of 
wonder, and admiration) I ſhall 
obſerve the ſtrangeneſs of the 
mpenitency, of ſuch men as 
theſe, confidered in common rea- 
fon. 

2. From the matter of them, [ 
ſhall obſerve the frequencie of 
ſuch impenitencic in common 
EXPCTICNCcE. 

3. From the relative conſide- 
ration of the words (as they con- 
nect the Cataſtrophe of the Vi- 
ſion with the Antecedent parts 
of it} I ſhall obſerve the lamen- 
table conſequence of this impe- 
aitency : And 


"wo Dd bes { 
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4. Conclude with a few 
words of Application. 
I. Firſt then to bring to our 


| apprehenfi 10n the ſtrangeneſs of 


 tmpenitencie of ſuch men as theſe 


( conſidered 7 Theft, and in 
Theory ) it will be needful on- 


| Ty to refle&t upon the cauſes of 


admiration, and to Jay before 
you {ome of their advantages,and 
Mottives to Repentance. 


J3n 


Things wonderful in their. 


nature are thoſe, whoſe cauſes 
are unſearchable ; things ſtrange 
and admirable to common rea- 
{on are ſuch as happen contrary 
to the Laws of Nature, and of 
Reaſon. 

From the former cauſe the 
motion of the heavens 15 wonder- 
tul; from the latter it was pro- 
digtous and admirable, thar the 
fnn flood os in Gibeon, and the 
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1008 in the walley of Ajalon. 

That God ſhould take advan- 
tage upon the Japled Angels, 
that upon their oftence he ſhould 
bind them up in chains, that he 
ſhould exclude them from the 
benetit of Repentance, and re- 
ſerve them to the Judgement of 
ithc Great Day. 

That he ſhould allow this prt- 
viledge to Japled men; that he 
ſhould reveal himſelf co them; 
that he ſhould make them under- 
ſtand their duty, and their inte-= 
reſt; that he ſhould fer before 
them good and evil, happineſs 
and milery , the teire and the 
d-teſtation of humane narure:; 
that he ſhould by ail means court 
and wooe them ro that which all 
men naturally defire; and dil- 
courage, and divert thew from ' 
that which they naturally ab- 
horr; 
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horr: : Thar afterall chis be ſhould 
' not prevail in ſuch a cale as 
15, this; that they ſhould fcornful- 
' ly rcj:z@& che end of all rheir 
he hopes; thar they ſhould ſtudi- 
ouſly purſue the object of all 
Ic- their fears ; This 13 that rational 
wonder that ! am now to lay be- 
fore you. 

i» To manifeſt rhis wonder a 


he Iirrle more expltcacely,ler [18 CON» 
m5 fider the advantages of Nature 
cle - and rhe Motives from Scripture 
FO co Dring men to repenfrance. 

99 The grounds and fundamental 
els 


elements of the DoFrine of Re- 
pcntance are theſe: The Butng & 
C3 Attributes of God; The jmmor- 
wt taliry of the Soul of men; The 
prin-iples of Synterc fr ; The 
__terrours of narural Conſcience 
2M. The forecaſts of vengeance ; : 
b- The avorehenfton and defire of | 

al 
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an Attonement: And all thele 


are manifeſt from the Dicates ! 
and diſcoveries of the Light of Y 


Nature. 

The heawens declare the glory 
of God, and the firmament ſhew- 
eth his handy work, - They ſpeak 
it loud, they ſpread it Jargely, 

z(@.i9 they proclaim 1 it conſtantly,Thezr 


ſound is gone out into all the world : 


---there is no ſpeech, or language, 
but their woice is heard among 
them. 
Rom. The inwiſible things of God 
_ from the creation of the world are 
clearly ſeen ;--- even his eternal 
power aud God-head. 
Concerning his providence in 
governing the world, St. Paul 
tells the men of Lyftra, and the 


AR; Prieſt of Fupiter, that he did not © 


leave himſelf without witneſs a- 
monoſt "Me Heathen. 


Thg 
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(e The whole earth is full of bis 

tes righteouſneſs, and all the people 

of } ſee his glory : So that a man ſhall etl.g7 6. 
' ſay, FVerily there is a reward for 

wy the righteous, doubleſs there 1s 4 

w- God, that judgeth the earth. 

alc He zs not far from any one of us 5 At17.28. 

ly, 2a whone we live and move, and 

eir have our being. 

He 1s the Father of Spirits, Heb. 12.9, 

Jes and we are bis off-ſpring. Surely 2 17. 

ma there is a ſpirit within a man,and | SA wt 
that ſpiric 1mmortal , deriving 

z5od from Him, who ozly beth nmor- 1 r Tims, 

are tality. 

nal And theſe things have aſſert- 
ed themſelves with {o great evi- 

in dence, that they have been ge- 

uf nerally acknowledged by all 

the : Torts of heathen Autinors, Philo- 

not - ſophers, Hiſtorians, Crators and 

2. FR 
 Moreaver, they feew the Law Sou-?, 

The | (of 


a. 
wa 
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(of Syntereſes) written in their 
hearts ;, they have conſciences ac- 
cnſins, or exciſing 3 they find 
themiclves concluded under ſin, 
and are perplexed and torment- 
cd under the apprehenſtons of an 
offended God. 

For Conlcience condemned 
by its own witneſs 1s very t10- 
rou?, and always tore-caſterlh 
g11evous things. 

\ The ſtarriug of Alexander . 
when he had killed kis friend;and 
of > Ners, when he had deſtroy- 
cd his mother : The confuſtons 
ot T:berins, when he wrote from 
Caprezx co the Senate concerning 
the death of Sejanus : The tore- 
caltes of an avenging Nemeſes de- 
(cr1b:d by heathen Orators, and 
Hittorians : The padtions afcrib- 


Tacit. 


- 


Oreftes, &:. Dy the Paets : 


L1TES 


ed to Meter, and Hercules, and 


The. 
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Rites and Sacrifices of all the 
Pagan world: The prodigious 
ways of expiations deviſed to 
make their atronement with 
their imaginary Deities offtcnd- 
ed: They were all of them the 
products of natural Conſcience, 
exerting It jelfin ſuch a diſquiſt- 
tion, as 15 delivered by the Pro- 
phet 3 Wherewithal ſhall F come 
before the Lord, or bow my ſelf be- 
fore the high God? ſhall 1 come 
before him with burnt offerings, 
with calves of a year old? will the 


Lord be pleaſed with thouſands ics. 


of rams, or ten thouſand rivers 
of oyl? ſhall I give my frſt- 
born for my tranſereſſron? the 
fruit of my body for the ſin of my 


ſoul - 


All thele, and many more are 
the Jndications of Nature ; tix 
I8citements and provocations of 


ag Ts 
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natural Conſcience to bring men 
to repentance. 

But befide thefe common Mo- 
tives, the perſons of the Text 
(whether they were the * Jews, 


' and Inhabitants of Teruſalem at 


the time of the deſtruction of 1t 
by Titus and Veſpafian, or any 
that called themſ(e]ves Chriſti- 
ans) they had a clearer, and 
more glorrous light to guide 
them; they had far more effica- 
cious, and noble Motives to lead 
and arge them to; repentance, 
the Light and Mortives of the 
Holy Scriptures. 

There ir 1s, that the Power, 
and Wiſdom , and Goodneſs, 
and Severity of God are glori- 
on'ly diſplayed ; the immortal 
Nature, and ſinful condition of 
the fouls of men; the rewards 
and puniſhments of this lite, _ 

O 
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of the world to come are clearly 
diſcovered. 

The elements of the NoGcrine 
of Repentance, the Motives to 
it are there explained and apply- 
- | ed, mixtand combined a 1000 
fred ways. 

The Scriptures ot the Old and 
+ 6 the New Teſtament, are nothing 
* de bur a Syſteme of various 
powerful Methods to biing mcn 
d fore pentance. 

This is the general aim, and 
common ſcope of al! the Do- 
&rines, the Hiſtories, the Logick, 
and Rhetorick of the Book of 
os, God. 
| This was Noah's Text Upon ret. 7 
which he preached to the old © 
of World 120 years: Upon this er- 
ds wand God ſent all the Prophicts, 
1d riſing early , and ſending fem; ern f 
of flicy laid, Turi again now every 
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Mat:th.3. 
Z. 


Marc.s6, 
12. 


AR. 3.19. 


one from his evil way. 

This was the meſſage of him 
that was the woice of one crying in 
the wilderneſs , Kepent, for the 
kingdom of God is at hand. Our 
Lord Chriſt, and his feventy 
Diſciples, and his twelve Apo- 
ſtles, rhey all with one voice 1n- 


ſiſted upon this Theme 3 and 


when the Holy Ghoſt himſelf ® 


deſcended, he likewile drove at 
this concluſion ; Repert therefore, 
and be converted, that your ſins 
may be blotted out, when the tame 
of refreſhing ſhall come from the 
preſence of the Lord. 

The time would fail me, it I 


ſhould attempt in any meaſure to' 
lay betore you the declarations , 


promilcs, threatnings, exhortatt- 


ons, dehorrations,realonings, Cc, 


poſtulations , inſtances of mer 
cies, and of Judgements delivered 
u 


es a nn en adit 
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in the Scriptures to bring men 
to repentance. 

To this end God hath de- 
clared himſelf, flow to anger, pra- Plal.14s. 
cions and merciful ; He hath faid, 4 
that be would have no man periſh ; » pet.z.5. 
He hath ſworn that be doth wel Sr Is, 
deſire the death of the wicked , 
bur had rather that he ſhould NS: 
aud live. 

He conſiders our frame, and his "00-0 
ways are equal : He is ready to;,. _ 
pardon; to pardon iniquity, tranſ- "7 
greſſron and ſin ; though they y are x 
as ſearlet, TO 1.- the the write as 
{now ; it they be a cloud, to ſcat- Vai. 
whe them like Aa cloud. FW: berefore 
lc t the WIC "of forſake Dis ade art 
and the unrighteous his ima- 


2:48.46; 


1:55:7s 


gmnations , and return unto the 


Lord. 
On the other {tde, to break; 
the hardacts of the hearts of men, 
f 3 [Oo 


—_— 


Lhe ſtrangeneſs 


Rom. IT 
te 

Nh. 1.3. 
Fla. 1.13. 


Pal. 58, 


Na 
mew * 


Pc 


__ [. /-10> 


to rouze them up from their un- 
penitency , he declares his ju- 
ſtice, and aflerts his propriety In 
, vengeance 3 Ven? reance Is mine, 
and 1 vill repay it. He proteſts, 
that he will by no means acquit 
the euilty ; that he is of purer 
eyes, than to behold intquity ;, that 
be will wound the head of his enc- 
mics, and the hairy ſcalp of ſuch 
an one as gves on tall in bis wick- 
edneſls. 

It a man wil] not turn, be 
will whet his ſword, and bend 
bis bow. 

If a Nation will not repent, 


"_ ſmite with thy hand, ſtamp 


': thy foot, and ſay, alas | far 
it \ Pall (ll by be ſword, by the 


famine, garl by the peStilenc Co 
Now the general inference of, 
Cz h : 


all theſe is fill the ſame; 
this is ftill the Logick of the 


Scriptures ; 


Y 


{ 
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Scriptures: Our Goa ſhall come, piil.go.3, 
and ſhall not keep ſulence--- where-s Pal. 50, 
fore conſider this ye that forget © 
God. We muſt all appear before the , 
Judgement ſeat of Chriſt-- Know- 5 
ing therefore the terrour of the u, 
Lord we perſwade. 

To this end we find the Lord 
ſometimes diiputing logically to 
convince, and tfometimes with 
divine and noble Oratory en- 
deavouring to perſwade ; ſome- 
times by {1 gnal inſtances of par- 
doning mercies, and of aveng- 
ing judgements to induce men 
to repentance. 

He ſpeaks to their reaſon, to 
their affeGions, to their very 
ſenſes, WDAVMERES KU MDAUTE gTIWGs 

Car now, and let us reaſon to- 
gether , ſaith the Lord, if ye be 
willing, and obedient, ye fhall eat 
the good of theland;, if ye rebel, PR 
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Fzek.cs, ye ſhall be devoured. Are not 
a4 my ways equal ? are nor your ways 
unequal ? Again, 
He expoſtulates wich them | 
ſometimes npon the principles of | 
Jer. 2.5. Ingenuity : Thus ſaith the Lord, 
| W hat iniquity have your fathers 
found in me, that they are gone a- 
war from me? O my people, what ; 
hae I done unto thee ? wherein jr 


xic.s.3 Dave | wearyed thee ? Teſtifie a- 
gainſt me, O Tſrael ;, wh it d:th 
the Lord thy God require of thee ? 
Sometimes he expoſtulares up- 
yer. 4.74. on the point of intereſt; How 
”" long ſhall vain thoughts lodge 

Prov.c. #n your hearts ? How long ye fan- 


BR ple ones will ye lo Ve implicity ? f 
Jer 5.3t. what will ye do in the end ' 
thereof ? 


Again, he ſcts beiore us a mu]- 
titude of glorious inſtances to 
ſhew that never any penitent was 

rejecicd , 


& W {[s 
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rejected, however heinous, how- 
ever numerous were their ſins. 


The prodigal dewonred bis ſub- .. 


flance with barlots : Mary Mag- 


dalen had ſeven Dewils : Feter 
denyed his Maſter with horrid 
oaths,and imprecations © Saul was A825, 
exceedingly mad azainſt him; yet © 
upon their repentance were ac- 
ceptcd. 
He had delivered Iſrael ſeven 
times, and they forfook þim:; and 
he faid, be would deliver them x,q 07 
no more; bur they repenced, '** 
and his ſoul was ſtratght-way 
grieved.and he delivered them. 
Inſtead of many, conſider that 
one inſtance of Manafſes,the evil 
ſon of good King Hezrkjah : He 2 Chron; 


| 33, 
ſet up altars for Baalim, and wor * 


ſhipp'd all the hoſt of heaven : 


Altars in the court of the temple; 
au idol in the very temple; he 


cauſed 


© £2 
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fla. 55.8. 


Jon, 4.2, 


cauſed his ſons to paſs through the 
fire ; he obſerved times, uſed in- 
chantments, dealt with familiar 
ſpirits, and with wizards ; made 
Judah, and Feruſalem to do worſe 
than the heathen. And the Lord 
ſpake to hin, an1 he would not 
hear. Atrter all this, in his affli- 
Giuns he humbled himſelf, and 
then God was intreated, and heard 
bis ſupplication. 

His ways are not as Our ways : 
He torgave Nineweh, and Fonah 
was dilpleaſed exceedingly ; he 
taxes him with eaſineſs in relent- 
ing, he charges him as if he had 
an ancient known infirmity of 
flexibility to his veracity, and the 
honour of his Prophets : Lord 
(lairh he)was not this my ſaying? 
and therefore I prevented it to flee 
to Tarjh iſh; forl knew that thou 


arl merciful; =» the refore take, I 
beſeect, 


I 
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beſeech thee, my life from me. 

His thoughts are not as our 

thoughts : when Nathan had told 
Dawid a ſtory of a poor man, 
who had his ewe Lamb raviſhed 
from hjm, then David was ex- 
ceeding wroth, and be ſwore, As 2 Sam. 1, 
the "Ine liveth, the man that hath 
done this thing ſhall ſurely dye : 
PF Bur when David, who had ta- 
ken Bathſheba, and murthered 
Uriah, aid, I hawe ſinned; Na- 
than (aid unto David, The Lord 
bath put away thy fin, thou ſhalt 
not dye. 

On the other fide, we have in- 
ſtances of horrible judgements 
for Impenitency ; whereof I ſhall 
ater take occaſion to ſpeak. 

Now conſidering all thelc 
things, 18 It not ſtrange, that men 
ſhould not repent ? Thar no 
contideration of ingenuity, ar ol 

1N = 
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intereſt ſhould move them to it ? 
That neicher the Law written in 
their hearts, nor that which was 
delivered by the mediation of 
Angels. nor the Goſpel given us 
by the Son of God ſhould bri 10g 
chem :0 it ? That neither realon, 
nor experience ; netther merc1es 
nor judgements 3 : nc!ther the 
{wcetneis of a go2d conſcience, 
nor the torments of a bad ; the 
beauties of —_— nor the de- 
formiry of fin; the ſhortneſs of 
lite, nor Icngth of eternity ; the 
lightneſs of things preſent, nor 
the exceeding weioht of thole 
which arc to come ? That nci- 
ther Death nor Lite,nor Angels, 
nor Trumpets ; nor things preſent, 
nor thing to come ; nor height nor 
depth , ner any other thing ſ ould 
be able to ſeparate men from the 
owe of itn & 

is 
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Is 1t not ſtrange ? The Apo- 


& files, the Prophets were aftonith- 


ed at this; nay,God himtelt teems 
to be afteted with wonder : 


Hear, Obeawens, and give ear, O Iain: 
earth! Be aStoniſhed, Oye heawens, Jer.2,12; 


and be borribly afraid ; they hawe 
forſaken me. 
This 1s that wonder confider- 
ed 1n it ſelf according to com- 
mon reaſon, the object of our 
firſt oblervation , drawn from 
the form and manner of the words 
by way of Epiphonema,exprefled 
by the particle yet ; yet they re- 
ented not. 
I. The ſecond Obſervation 
was taken from the matter of the 
ords: However {ach ijmpeni- 
w_ 15 very ſtrange tocommon 
reaſon (conſidered ; in the Theo- 
ry) yctit is too frequent in pra- 
cuce, and in common expert- 
Ence : 


The frequency 


P(al. 104, 
19, 


Pal. 148. 
"p 


ence: The reſt of the men repent- 
ed not. | 

This 1s that grand contradi- 
Ction, that fatal paradox of the 
life of man : His very being 
confiſts in rationality 3 his acting 
is contrary to all the reaſon in the 
world: Man only was -created 
under the Law of Reaſon; man 
only maintains a conſtant oppo- 
fition ro the law and reaſon of 
his creation. 

He appointed the moon for cer- 
tain ſeaſons, and the ſun knoweth 
his going down. The bluſtring 
winds, the raging ſtorms, the un- 
ruly Occan 3 the Lyon, the Ti- 
ger, and the Bear, theſe all pur- 
{ue the law of their creation , 
theſe all are obedient unto his 
word; charmed to it by that 
powerful voice , whereby they 
were created; 


Maj 


DP .Y hes —— ales! 


@%s 


10 ee ne 
- 


and his Apoſtles complaining 
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Man only ſtops his ears, and 
refuſes 10 hear the woice of this 
Almighty charmer ; charm he ne- 
wer ſo wiſely, ſo Joudly , or fo 
variouſly. | 

The general ways and me- 


thods of his charming have been 


already mentioned ; I am now 
to lay before you the general 
ſucceſs of thoſe methods: The 


facceſs 


1. Ot his word, and his meſ- 
{engers. 


2, Of his C1. Mercy, * Faw 
works of p17 RE Intermixed. 


1. For the ſucceſs (or rather 
the unlucceſsfulneſs) of his word, 
for the entertainment (or rather 
the barbarous ulage ) of his me(- 
tengers; how often do we find 
God, and his Prophets, Chriſt 


and 


| 
| 


as.” 
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Jere7-21, 


Matth.1r, 


17 
12. 


Fer. 44. 
'6, 


EZ*K. 33s 


and, as it were, fretting them- 
ſelves with indignation ? 

As for the word, fometimes 
they will not hearit. More than 
ſeven rimes Feremy complains al- 
moſt in the very ſame words : 
Thus ſaith the Lord of hoſts, the 
God of Iſrael, fince the day that 
your fathers came forth of the land 
of Egypt until this day, I have 


ſent unto you all my ſervants the 


prophets, daily, riſing early and 


ſending them ; yet they bearkned 
not to me, nor inclined their ear. 


hereunto ſhall I iken this ge- 


neration? Ihave piped--- 


Sometimes they hear it as a 
ſong : Loe thou art unto them as a : 


wery lovely ſong. 


Sometimes they refuſe it poſt- 


tively : They ſay to the Seers, [ce 


not ;, ani to the Prophets, prophe- 


fie not untons. As for the word of 
7 
the 


EE . 
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the Lord, which thou haſt r; poken 


inthe name of the Lord, we wall 
not hearken unto thee. ; 

They endeavour to ſuppreſs, 
and to deſtroy ir, When 7 bud: 
had read three or four leaves in 
Teremics roll, he cut tit with 4 Jer. 36. 2% 
pen-knife, aotecf it into the fire, 
until all th: r.ll was TE its 
the fire. 

fad of faich and obedi- 
ence, It meets wirh infideliry,and 
atheiſtical oppoſicion , and con- 
tradiction :I/ ho bath believed our tt 53.1, 
report? (airh one; All the day ta. 5,2. 
long bave I ſtretch d forth my 
band 10 a 2ain-ſaying people, 18 
the complaint of another. 

i bey ſay unto God, depart from job xy, 
ns ; for we defire not the knows + 
ledge of his ways. Speak to them 
in the name of Lord, they ſay, 
Who is the Lord, that 1 JpIud Exod 5.4, 
Aa fear 


353 _ 


,v 
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fear him? diſcourſe to them of 
4021.35 the Almighty, they fay, What 
7s the Almighty, that we ſhould 
ſerve him ? What can the Al- 
mighty do? What profit ſhall we 
bawe it we pray unto him? 
Speak to them ot Gu 5s [earch- 
ing Eyc; Surely. lay rhey, God 
ſees it not ; Tufb, God cares not 
for it : of his over-1uling Pro. , 
vidence ; nay, lay they, but all 
things come alike to all ; there is 
on? event to the juſt, and to the 


E(.19.11,13 


Eccl 9.2,3 


anjuſt 
Tell chem they muſt appear 
before rhe Judgmenr-ſcar of * , 


God, and of Chiilt ; they {cot- ſi 
fingly reply, Where is the Pro- 


' 
2 Pet 3-4. miſe of bis coming? ſince the Fa- \ A 
tbers fellafl teep, all things conti- * 

Mal.z.1;. 2ue as they were "© ag I here 


1.5.25. is the God of Fndgment ? let bim 


make ſpeed, and haſten his wotk, tqþ 
| that 
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that we may ſee ir. This 1s the 
genera] enrertatnment of their 
meſſage; and for the perſons of 
the Meſſengers, they dewiſe de- Jer.18-18, 
vices aocinbl them ; they ſmite 
them with the ſiniti: ig of the 
tongue ; they threaten chem, they 
beat them ſometime, they rake 
away their Liberty, and {ome- 
time their Lives; this was the 
portion of Jeremiah : 4 the men of Jt 1,2. 
Anathoth ſour ht his life, ſaying, 
Propheſy not by the Name of the 
Lord, that thou die not by our 
hand. They charged him folſly, 
they ſmote him, they impriſoned PIG 
him in the houſe of Jonathan; * hee: 
they caſt him into the dungeon of 
Malchiah ; they let him down with 
chords into the mire. 

Whar dol inſtance in one par- 
ticular ; ſince at once we read 
the genera] entertainment of the 


Aa Pros 
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Prophcts, thar were of old ? *"0 
they bag [riat of cruel mockings, 
and ſcourvincs ; yea moreover of 
b. nts and 7H1Þr iſon! ICE 5 they 
were floned, were ſawn aſunder, 
were iempied, were ſlaja with 

kecb.nt 37 the ſword ; they wandred about in 
Joeep -shins and goat-skins, being 
deflitn'e, afflifled, tormented. 
Moreover they ſcourged_ and 
cracified the Lord af Glory ; they 
A ut Lim to an open ſhame. Net- 
L107 were the diſciples above 
1Dcir 7 1a4jter , or the ſervants a 
bove their Lord; after ſcout P10gs, 
and bands, - and imp: iſorments, 
and many a ſad and barbarous 
vlaze, Sr. Fames was knocked 
Gn the head, S. Pcier was cruct- 
ficd, S. Paul was beheaded, and 
wy reit were uſcd accordiny: 
ly. 
Mat. 43.33 Eebold (Ciaith God) T fend aUn- 
1, 
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to you Prophets, c and wiſe met 
and ſome of thent ye bell ſconrge 
in your Sjnagoones, and ſome of 
then ye ſhall kill and cructfic. 

It we diligently ſearch! the 
Scriptures, and hiſtories of the 
Churclz, we ſhall find this to 
have been generally the ſuccets 
of che Word of God. and of his 
Meſſengers ; inſficad of tremb?-= 
ing, and penitence, and reforma- 
tion,to be entertcined with icorn, 
and contempt, and perſecution. 

2. Butit may be the Works 
of God may have better {urccets 
apon the hearts of rhe children 
of men ; his works of 1. Mercy, 
or of 2. Judgment. The Apoſtle 
rells us, that God's patience and - 
forbearauce leadeth men unto re- 
pemtance 3 And ; he Propher, 
that hen his Jus ments are a= 5.26 5: 
broad , the rs of the 

Aa 3 I orig 


POR 2-44 
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Ro.2.4,5. 


Pſ.50. 21, 


Fccl.$.11,' 


World will learn richreonſueſs. 

Indeed a Logical man, realon- 
ing upon Principles, will be apr 
fo ro conclude : But alas! it 13 
not ſo with men ; alas! rhat ſo 
clear reaſoning ſhould be contra- 
dicted bv evident experience and 
obſirvation ! 

Nay they deſprſe the riches of 
God's mercy, and treaſure up 
wrath against the day of wrath. 

From the patience , and lon- 
ganimity of God they make per- 
verſe, and Atheiſtical concluſi- 
ons 3 when thou ſaweſt a thief 
thou conſentedi} unto him, and 
haſt been partaker with the adul- 
terer ; ---theſe things haſt thor 
done and I k-pr filence, and thou 
thoughteſt wickedly that I am 

uch an one as thy ſelf. 

Becauſe ſentence again$t an e« 


vil work 18 not executed ſpeedily, 


thergs 
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therefore th? beart of the Sons of 
men are fully ſet inthewi ts do e- 
S oil. 
Solomon tells Us, that the proſ- Proy.1.36 
perity of Fools ſhall dc Stroy them ; 
and there are few ſo circumſpect 
and wile, as not to ſtumble at this 
ſtone of ftumbling, Neither Sq4- 
lomon's Wildom, nor his Father's 
Piety could preſerve them up- 
right amidſt the {ſnares of prol- 
perity. The danger as well as 
wickedneſs of this is intimated 
in Nathan's exprobration to Da« _ 
wid : Thus ſaith the Lord the God * S*m-t2- 
of Frael;] anointed thee King over 
Iſrael ; [ delivered thee out of the 
hand of Saul, I gave thee thy Ma- 
ſters houſe, and thy Maſters wives 
into thy boſom , 1 gawe thee the 
bouſe of Iſrael, of Judah, where- 
fore baſt thou killed Uriah, ad ta- 
ken his wife to be thy wife? _ 
Aa 4 T his' 
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This wasa cempration, which 
the Ifracles never could with- 
ftand, notwichſtanding all the 
Cavents given them by Moſes : 

Peut-6.12 J//hen the 'T ord ſhall bring thee 
into the good land ; and ſhall give 
thee cities and bees, which thou 
buildedſft not, Vineyards, and Olive 
trees which thou plantedſt not 3 
when thou ſhalt have eaten, and 
be full , then beware leſt tbou for 

| get the Lord thy God. 

——_—— Teſhurim waxed fat and 
kicked ; as the I o:d muliplied 
hr- mcrcics, fo they multiplied 
their rranicreffions : his prodi- 
g10ns and wonderful deliverances 
were an{wered with prodigi0Us 
and wonderful ngratyt rude; for 


they fanned yet the more and light- 


-v.321 fy efteex7:d the God of their Sal- 
gation. 

But it the mercies of God will 

NOLYt 
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not prevail to draw men to re- 
pentance, ſurely his judgments 
cannot fail to drive them ro it 
whether they are (ent upon a ct- 
ty, or upon a man only : Shall 
the Lion roar, and ſhall not the 


\ . foreſt wemble > fhall a trumpet be 


blown in the City, and the people 
not be afraid? 

Behold therefore and tremble, 
and be afraid all ye that look 
upon Repentance asa flight and 
an eafte dury ; and that deferr it 
for that rcaſon : It is not every 
horrour and ſhaking, thar will 
bring a man to Repentance. 
And the inſtances are many, 
wherein the judgments of God, 
inſtead of ſofrning, or breaking 
the hearts of men, have tia: den- 
ed them yet more in a cour{: of 
deſperate ninpenitency, 

Felix tremibled , and faid,, Cog 
thy way---, When 


Amos 4:6. 


A——_ 
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When Lelſhazzar had plun- 
dered the houſe of God, and was 
making a debauch in the bowls 
of the Temple, the finger wrote 
upon the wall MEN E. --- We 
Pan. s.6, Tead that his countenance was 

changed, and an horrible trembling 
ſeiſed upon bim: The joynts of 
his loyns were looſed, his knees 
ſmote one againſt another ; But we 

— donotread that he repenred. 

As plagues were multiplyed, 
fo Pharaoh's heart was hardned, 
and he vowed he would not let the 
people go. | 

When the King of Moab was 
tnanguth, and 1n great diſtrets, 
it was a warning to repent ; but 

2 King, 3, he took his eldeſt ſon, and offered 
29. - bim for a ſacrifice npon the 
wall. | 

When the Philiſtines made 
war upon Sant, and God was 


de- 


, 


PD 


JC 


| blaſphemed God becauſe of the © 
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_ departed 5 when he was ſore a- 18:m.28, 
frazid, and bis heart greatly trem- 

bled; who would not expect, 

that he ſhould have turned unto 

the Lord ? But he betook him to - 

the witch of Endor. 

Of Ahaz it is ſaid, that in the  , 
time of his afflictions be treſpaſſed 28.22. 
yet more ( this is that King 
Ahas.. ) 

And we read, that when a 
great hail fel] from heaven, Men apoe. 15: 

hatl. 

But if fingle merctes and judg- 
ments will not do, perhaps an 
intermixture of them may pre- 
vail; and indeed for a rational 
and probable means ro bing 
men to repentance, the imagina- 
tion and apprehenſion of man 


ſe I can go no higher than to ſuch 


as 
C= 


a caſe,where ſignal and remarka- 


ble 
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ble judoements are brought up- 
on ſome ; and others are reſerved, 
and ſet, as it were, tpon a Scaft- 
fold, of a Theatre, in ſatety to 
behold the deſtruG1on , and 
plagues brought upon their 


Neighbours : 


_ 


Dn em_—_—__ 


-- Turbantibv; HS qiiort entis 


laboren:. 


Rumb.1s. drowned in the Sea ; and Corah 


the Land. 

This is the caſe of thoſe, whor . 
God preterves from plagnes, and') 
tamines, an] deloJations, making! 
rhem ſurvivors and (peGarors of * 
the deſtraciions broughr upon | 
rhe world. And chis was che caſe? 
of the perſons in che Texr; chis. 

one 


E terra ma;num alterins ſpectave # 


So Iſrael beheld the Fgyptians 


and h15 complices {wallowed in. 
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ty —_—_— — ——— - — 9 YO A, 
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- | one would think ſhould never 

». | a 

. * When be flew them, then they, 

d | (7.e. the remnant) foneht him . gy 7%. 
d | an1iurned them early, and ſought ® 


Tt | after Goda. Nay ! bur even this 
' hath alio roo often failed; for e- 
ven thele did bur flutter him with 
| their lips, and diſſemble. The lf- 
e © raclites, that were ſpeRators of 
che drowned Egyptians, within 
three days fe]l ro' their wonted 
15 murmurings. The SpeQtators of 
th Corah within one day returned 
in . tortheir rebellion. The Prophet 
Amos in the name of God com- 
m. plains of thoſe that had eſcaped 
1d tamine , and pcſtitence , and 
agf ſword : Thave overthrown ſome Amos 4.6. 
ot of. you as God overthrew Sodom, 
ont. and Gomorrha; and ye were 4s 
iſe® a fire-brand ſnatched ont of the 
his. burni29; yet have ys not turned un- 
nE 80 
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fo me, faith the Lord. And this 
was the caſe of the perſons 1n the | 
Text; they were a remnant of * 
men, which wr-re nor killed by | 
the plagues brought upon others, | 
yet they repented nt. | 
Norwirhſtanding the wonder 
according to realon, we have ſeen 
the truth, and alveved the fre- 
quency of tuch mens impenicen= 4 
cy in common experience ; It 
remains that we conlider the 
conlequence and ifjue of it, ob- 
{ervable from the Text, as it 
ſtands 1n relation to the Antecce 
dent parts.and the Cataſtrophe of 
this Viſion : They repented not--- ' 
And the ſeventh Angel ſware,that 
there ould be time na more (no 
—more time for repentance, no 
lopger reprieve of vengearce.) 
iil. Such an bllinacc mpe- 
Nitcucy 1s the great proyocation 


of 


ls 
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| of the wrath of God; ſuch a fi- 
> | nal] impenitency is the certain 
a 


" forerunner of final rune, and 
; deliruction. 
| Though the Lord be Sh 
| hens nor of wood, or of ſtone; 
e | though he be ſlow ro anger, yet 
n he can be angry ; and who can ph.15.7. 
u ftand before him, when he is an- 
- + 219? 
To Ic 1s true, that the Lord is 


. Pſal.7.12, 
f- ſtrong, ani patient, and our God 


z is provokedewvery day; he 1s long- 
it ſuffering, and abundant in for- 


= bearance ; though we do evil an Feeleſ'8 

of handred times, he prolongs our 

=—_—— 

at He is not extreme to mark what pq, 46; 
is done amils : e conſt: that 3 

10 miſs : He conſiders th . RT: 


0 we are but duff; and as a wind 1u. 
| that paſſeth away, and cometh not 
C- , again. 

on Many, and many a provocatt- 
of on 
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Cal. 94: 1. 


on he paſſes by; for, He doth not 
affli willinoly , nor grieve the 
children of men. 

B-hold, he ſtands at the door 
and knocks; By his word, and by 
his works, and by his ſpirit 


ſtriving to reclaim the ſons of 


men ; that he may keep thcir 
lite from the pit, and their foul 
from periſhing. 

Bur it all chi; cannot prevail, 
whac can reaſonable men ex- 
pet? or what would they have 
him do ? 

H1s %pirit ſhall not alway ſtrive 
with men ; his abuſed lenity, and 
his affronted longanimity will be 

) 
curn<d into jealoufte , and fiery 
indignation. For to him belong- 
eth venzeance as well as mercie ; 
and the God to whom vengeance, 


the God ty whom wengeance bg- 


lonoeth will /hew bimſelf, 
609 
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God will ariſe, and his ene- Plal.68. :. 
- ' wes ſhall be ſcattered. He will p4.;s. 
> awake as one out of ſleep, he will © 

”— rouze himſelf up as a Gyant re- 
y | freſbed with wine. He will ſmite 
'r His enemies in the hinder parts, 
f and put them to a perpetual 
ir ſhame. Thus ſaith the Lord of 
ul mTofts, the mighty one of Iſrael; 
, Ab! I will eaſe me of mine ad-y, ., 


il, werſaries, and avenge me of mine 
Ku enemzes. | 
ve Concerning perfons the A- 


poſtle tells us of a certain ſtate; 
ve Wherein there remains no more ſa- Heb.to. 
nd Crifice for ſin, but a certain fearful © 
be looking for of judgement. 
ery _ Concerning Nattons our Sa- 
ng- Your tells of a certain meaſure 
ie; Of iniquity ; Fill ye up the mea- woth, 
we, Jure of your fathers ; to falſe is 733 
bz-" that conceit, ſo dangerous i3 that 
imagination, that men can repent 


Bb at 


——_— 


Ut_ 


Wo 
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Prov. 1. 
28, 


+ 


31. 


La 


at any time (at Jeaſtwiſe, when- 
ſoever they ſhall have a mind to 
ic) They ſhall call (ſaith God) but 
I will not anſwer , they ſhall ſeek 
ne early, but they ſhall not find me, 


Eck. 20. As | live ( ſaith the Lord ) 1 


will not be enquired of by you. 
Saul enquired of the Lord, he an- 
wered him not, neither by pro- 
phets,nor by Urim,nor by dreams. 

Eſan ſoughr for repentance, 
bur he found no place for repen- 
tance, though he ſought it even 
with tears. 


I gave her ſpace to repent, but 


ſhe repented not; behold I will 


ca$t her into great tribulations. 
This 1 a caſe, which I tremble 
to infiſt upon: What tongue can 
expreſs the miſery of ſuch a per- 
ſon, or ſuch a people? How 
dreadful is this place ! ſurely ' 
this is none other, than the gate 


of 


GT cow 
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of Hell ; the entrance of all the 
miſerics of this _—_ and of the 
world to come: 1. Temporal, 
2. Spiricual, ob Ty Eternal. 

1. The Lord ſhall ſend upon Peut- 28; 
them curſins, and wexation, and 
rebuke, until they be deftiroyed,and 
periſh quickly. They ſhall be 
curſed in all their intereſts and 
concernments, 1a their eſtates, 
in their credit, in their relations, 
in their perſons * Curſed ſball 
they bz in the tity, and curſed it 
the field ; curſed in the basket,and 
in the flore. They ſhall become an 
aftoniſhment, an1 a proverb, and a 
by-word, and. a reproach among 
all their neighbours round about. 
Curſed ſhall they be in the wife of 
theirboſom, aul curſed inthe fruir 


of their body. The Lord ſhall 


ſuite them with a conſumption, 


a1 with 4 feaver,with an influin- 
B > 2 mation, 


The conſequence 


mation, and with an extreme 
burning. He ſhall ſmite them with 
1 the botch of Egypt, and with the 
Emerods, and with the ſcab, and 
with the itch (with a botch that 
cannot be healed, from the ſole of 
the foot to the crown of the 
head. ) - 

Their carcaſe ſhall be meat for 
the fowls of the air, and for the , 
beaſts of the earth, and no man 
ſhall fray them away. 

2. Moreoyer, he ſhall pour 
out ſpirirual judgements upon 
them; he ſhall give them over 
to the wickednels of their hearts; - 
he ſhall Jer them alone, that 
they may commit fin with 

rrecdinels. 

He ſhall ſend upon them a 
ſpirit of blindneſs, and hardneſs 
of heart, a ſpirit of ſlumber and ' 
carnal {ecurity. 


Then 


, 
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Then, when they have filled | 


up the meaſure of their enormi- 

ties, he ſhall ſmite them with Ne". | 
madneſs and aftoniſhment , with | 
cerrours of conſcience, and de- 
{peration. | 

_ His arrows ſhall ſlick faſt in vhal.z8.2 | 
them, and his band ſhall preſs 
them ſore ; there ſhall be zo health 
in their bodizs, beeauſe of his 
diſpleaſure; nor any re$t in their 
bones by reaſon of there ſin. | 

The iniquity of therr heels ſhall 
take hold upon them; the terrours 
of death ſhall compaſs them about, 
and the flouds of their ungodli- 
neſs ſhall make them afraid. 

Every man that fees me, ſhall 6<n.4.14, 
ſlay me, ſaid curſed Cain : my pu- 
niſhment is greater than I can 
bear : I have ſlain a man in mine 
anger, and a young man to my 
wounding. If Cain fhall be a= ge. 

b 3 venged 


374 The conſequence 


5 Bari. 31, 
Jy 


venged ſeven fold, ſurel urely Lemech 


ſeventy times ſeven. Hearken un- 


to me, ye wives of Lamech. --- 
They ſhall be weary of life, 
and wyh for death; and haſten 
{ſometimes to break off their tor- 
ments by tragical and fearful 
ends: Fall thou upon me, and 


ſlay me, ſaith deſparing Saul ; Be- 


bold anguiſh is upon a, becauſe 
any life 1s whole in me : Away 
with the wages of iniquity, cryed 
deſpairing Fudas 3..and he be- 
took himſclt to the fatal halter 
and rhe trce. 

: 3. Fer all thele a are to the A 
nally jmpenitent but the begin- 
nings of ſorrow ; the preludiun: 
£0 thoſe unutterable miſeries , 
which are eternal ; to the HIDE 
which dyeth not, to the fire which 
never ſeall be menched, to atter 
darkneſs , and everlafiing burn- 
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ings. For they go down quick in- 


to hell. 

As it 15 with perſons, ſo it is 
with Nations, when their ini- 
quitie is full ; whey ance they 


have filled up the meaſure of 


their abominations ;; if none of 


all his methods will bring them 
to repentance; if they: will not 
humble themſelves 3. if they,will 
not fear, if they will not turn 
from: their evil ways, he will. ſet 
bis face against them to. Fefregy 
them. 

He will pour out bliodaef - 
upon them allo, and the things be- 
longing to their -peace ſhall be hid 
from their cyes : He will do to 
them as be did to Shilo ;. he will 
take away their light ; he will 
come quickly, and remove the 
candlcſtick out of its place. 

He will give them over to the 

Bb 4 career; 


Jer. 44.11, 


Jer. 7,12. 
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career, and ſwinge of their abo- 
Hoſ. 4.179 Minations : Ephraim is joyned 
to idols, let him alone. 

Though it be with violence to 
his nature, ehough it be with re- 
luctancy to his inclination ( O 

Hol. 11.8. Ephraim ; how ſhall I give thee 
4p O Ephraim | ) yettheir num- 
bers ſhall not defend them, their 
privileges ſhall not excuſe them 
from deftrudion, 

Jer.22.29. Though Coniah were as the ſio- 
net upon my right hand, yet would 

Jer.31. 20. Þ pluck thee thence. Though E- 
phraim is his dear (on; though 

Aof.5.4. Iſrael be a pleaſant child , though 
Fudah is 4 pleaſant plant , yet 
it they will not frame their do- 
ings to turn unro the Lord, there- 
tore frall Iſrael and Epbraim fall 
in their iniquities, and Jadah alſo 

ſhall fall with them. 

Fzek.14 Though Noah, Daniel, and 


Fob 
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Fob were there, they ſhall deliver 
neither ſon nor daughter, but their 
own ſouls only. 

For unnatural and extraordi- 

nary rebe]lions, he hath ſuper- 
natura] and extraordinary judge- 
ments : The windows of heawen 
were opened, the cataratts were 
poured forth, and drowned the 
old world. Fire deicended, and 
brimſtone came down from hea- 
ven, and conſumed the Cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrha. The earth, Pal. 566 
opened, and wallowed ip Dathan, 
and covered the conorevation of 
Abiram. The Sun ſtood fell, wall 
Foſhna was avenged of the L ordh 
enemies. The ftars in their courſes CF Jud. $.20, 


| fonght againſt Siſera. 


For the uſua], and ordinary im- 
penitency of Nations, he hath his 
three fold nariona] {courge , his 
judgements in ordinary 3 The 
| famine, 


» 
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famane, ibe peitilence, and the 
ſword. 

Sometimes he breaks the flaff 

pzcki4 of bread; and they ſhall eat bread 
by weight and with care; and 
they ſhall drink water by mea- 
ſure , and with aſtoniſhment ; 
that they may want bread and 
water , and conſume away in their 
in , 
| Their ſeed ſhall be rotten un- 
der the «lods, their garners de- 
folate, their barns broken down ; 
" their beaſts ſhall groan, their 
cattle ſhall be perplexed ; the 
flocks of ſheep ſhall be made de- 
olate. 

They ſhall cat their children 
of a ſpan long; they. that did 
feed delicatcly , ſhall be deſolate 
in the fireets , they that were 
Lam. 4:5, broucht up in ſcarlet, ſhall imbrace | 
dunghils. 


Joel 1.17. 


Some» 


7 


Do SY 


| Vows 
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Sometimes he ſends forth his 
Plague x7" ow, the raging and 
the noiſome peſtilence, the peſti- 
lence that walſketh in darkneſs, efal.gi.s. 
the plague that deſtroyeth at n90n 

ay. 

He ſcatters infection like light- Plal. 144. 
ning 3 he caſtz forth his Con- i 
tagion , and tears them in a 
moment , he ſhoots his poy- 
ſond arrows , and conſumes 
them. 

Sometimes he gives commiſi- 
on to the ſword to revenge the 
quarrel of his covenant, by In 
teſtine rebellions, or ovrengh 1n- 


—_./ 


'Valions. 


He ſuffers a fawning Abſalom 
to ſteal away the hearts. of the 28am.15. 
people from their Sovereign : ora © 
curſed Sheba to. blow a trum- ,$;ms. 
pet, and cry, To your tents, O * 


Iſrael. - 
| He 
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He permits a ſpirte of giddj- 
neſs, of fears and jealouſfies, and 
of fanatick wildneſs to inrage 
whole Nations, to tear the womb 
that bare them, to deStroy then, 
and their king. 

He cauſes nation to riſe againſt 


nation, and kindom againſt king- 
Kai. 10.5, the North, he hiſſes for the Aſſy- 


15 rian, the rod of his anger. 

Luk. 19, Behold (faith our Saviour) the 

— day 1s Coming, when thine enemies 
ſhall caſt a trench about thee , 
and compaſs thee on every ſide. 
Then all chings ſhall be filled 
with plunder, and confufion, and 


garments roll'd in blond. 


ly Temple ſhall be deſtroyed. The 
xfa.34, thorns ſhall come up in her palaces, 
13-14. mettles and brambles in the for- 
treſſes thereo*, and it ſhall be an 
in- 


aom : He calls 1n the families of 


Her ſtately Palaces, her good- 


of Jmpenitency. 


1nbabitation for dragons , and 4 
court for owls : --- The ſatyre 


ſhall cry to his fellows ; the owle, 


and the wulture to his mate: the 
ſcrichowle ſhall make its ne 


there. Faunes and ſatyres ſhall ,* Eſa.13. 


dance there. 

Babylon is fallen, it is fallen! 
Jeruſalem is a place for dragons | 
Behold the reward of obſtinate, 
and final impenitency ; behold 
the portion reſerved for the per- 
ſons in the Text. 

When neither intereſt nor 
ingenuity, judgements nor mer- 
cies could work upon them ; 
when fix Angels conld not con- 
vert them; nor ſix Trumpets 
awaken them; nor fix Judge- 
ments ſubdue them 3 nor ſix 
preſervations allure them to re- 
pentance. 


Then 
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Then Fohn beheld , and be | 


Ry ſaw another mighty angel, cloath- 
ed with a cloud; and be ſet bes 1 
left foot upon the earth, and his | 
right foot upon the ſea; and he | 
cryed, as when a lyon roareth; 
and he lifted up bis hand to hea- 
Den, and ſware by him that liveth 
forever ---- That there ſhall be 


time no longer. 4 


hs, my AY A A@s 
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APPLICATION: 

Have now done with the per- 
| || ſons in the Text, and the 

) } obſervations atifing from them. 

> | Suffer me for a word of Appli- 

4 cation , humbly to pray thae 
ye will come near, and conſl-, 
der the things that have been 
ſpoken. 

That ye will ſearch the Scri- 
ptures, and ſee whether it be | 
as you have heard, or no ; that 
you will ponder the matter , 
and weigh the concernment [| 
of it; that ye will not hear it | 
as a ſong, or ſlightly paſs it by. 
Is it nothing unto you, O all ye that 


paſs it by ? | 
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I ſhall not undertake to make 
a preciſe Interpretation, or Ap- 
plication of this Viſion of the 
ſeven Angels, and ſeven om 
pets; I know the deſtiny © 
the bold expoſitors of the by 
pocalypſe. He fruftrateth the to- 
hens of the lyars, and maketh di- 
einers mad, 

The V:ſion indecd ſpeaks of 
Angels and Trumpets, Gods 
Metlengers , and his lond a- 


Jarms ; of plagues and preſerva- 


tions , of a remnant kept a- 


Jive. It tells of extraordinary 
thander and lightning ; of bla- 
ſting of graſs, and of trees; of 
the death of hoves and cattel ; 

of part of the Sea turned into 
bloud; of mountains of fire caſt 
into the Sea, and a chird part of 
the Ships deſtroyed : Of two 
unuſual Srars or Comets; of 
{moak 


Application. 


ſmoke iffuing from the bottom- 
leſs pit (it may be gronndlefs 
tears and jealoalies) of Locuſts, 
which ſomerimes are ſaid co hawe 
#0 king; but in this place to 
have Abaddon , or Apollyon for 
their King: Ir tells us of men 
killed by fire, and by tmoke, 
and by brimſtore { by = 
pow der. ) 

ſet all thoſe: things hal! not 
extort from mc a liceral ard par- 
ticulac Appli:2riou of thi: Vilt- 
on to our leives: I know there 
are many things which cau- 
not; I rruſt the tad Cataſtro» 
phe ſhall not be ſo applyed. 

However methinks 1t may be 
lawful in a general way t@ 


quicken my felf, and all that 


hear me, tocxamine our lecjyes, 
rouching the conſiderations laid 
l E: © be-' 


> 
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before us in reference both ro 
our perſorial , and our national 
concernments. 

Is there any one perſon that 
hears me this day , upon whom | 
God hath nor called aloud, and 
often that they would repent ? 
with whom he hath not con- 
tended ſundry ways, and in di- 
vers manners to turn them from y 
the evil of their ways ? By 
powertul inſtructions, and per- 
fonal experiences ; by fignal 
mercles, and wonderful delive- 
rances ; by checks of contcience ; 
by happy diverſions, and whole- 
fome diſappointments; by a well- 
timed fickneſs ; by the wind, , 
which bloweth where it lifteth, 

j-h 33. and thor beareſt the ſound there- 
of, and kynoweſt not whence it 
cometh. 

For 


F 
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For God ſpeaketh once » yea Job 33-14: 


twice, though man perceiveth it 

t : Ina dream, in wiſuns of the 
night. 1s there any maa fo ſtu- 
pid as not to have conſidered na- 
cional invitations to repentance ? 
the Angels and the Frumpecs, 
the warnings of Gods Miniſters, 
the loud alarms of his Provi- 


dence, the interchanges and in- 


termixtures of National mercies, 
and National judgements, which: 
we ha ve had ? 

Since the day that be brongþt 
our fathers out of Egypt, uh 
Book hath been opcned, 
Trumpet hath given a certain 
ſound ; he hath ſent his Metſten- 
gers riſrug every day, and ſendins 
them, 


The Lord gave the word , 


« 


 Pſal. £3 


great were the company of the : 
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P reachers ; precept hath been 
al! 28, #pon precept, line upon line. 

— Hath any Nation had the ex- 
periences which we and our 
fathers have had ? Fnquire from 
one end of the heayen to the 0+ 

Pal. 191, ther. Wy ſong ſhall be of mercie , 
and judgement. 

Concerning Gods own pco- 
ple once we read of itas a won- {| 

Judg.z, der, that their land bad reſt forty 

"© years. Twice forty years toge- 

' ther God was pleaſed to delj- 
ver the land of our Nativity from 
torreign 1nvaſton, and domeſtick 


reheton. 
Hzb, 11. He put to flight the armies of 
54: the aliens; he ſcattered the Ar- 


mada's that called themſelves in- 
v.47 Vincible; The wirgin the daugh- 
ter of Sion, laughed them to ſeorn: : 
0:4:t, 28, 3 ULY Care forth one way, ana res 
: turned 
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turned ſeven + He diſappointed 

the infolent invader; he faid, 

he ſhall not come into this city, nor fa, 37- 
ſhoot an arrow there ; nor come be- * 

fore it with ſhield, nor ca$Þ a bank, 
againſt it : The horſe , and his px. 
rider were thrown into the ſea. © 

He dilappointed the plots and 
ſtratagems of domeſtick tray- 
tors: the pates of hell could 
not prevail ; he ſuffered nor 
thetr deviliſh mackinations to 
\ucceed. 

Peace and plenty , and the 
pubiick profeliion of the true 
Religion flouriſhed ; there was 
no decay , n0 feadias znto cape Pb 
tivity , no complaiming in our * 


ſtrects. 


No ! but there was pride, ad ek. 16, 
zaleneſs, and fullneſs of brea1; © 
the fins of her ancivnt fiſterSodoar; 

Gf 3 the 


i 
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be cry thereof went up to hea- | 
&:7, and ſuddenly we caſted of 
the fre of Sodom, and the brim- 
itone of Gomorrha. 

The bottomle! $ pit was OPen- 
cd, and the inoke arole of ahb- 

furd and groundleſs fears and 
zealoulics 3 and the Sun and 
the Moon were darkncd by rea- 
ſoa ot the ſmoke. And there 
came out of the ſmoke Locuſts;; 
. Their faces were as the faces of 
men fey bac! breaſt- plates of 
zron; their ſound was as many 
borſes punnins to the baitel : They 
had a h 1119, which is the angel 
of the bottoms ye pit, 7 Hebrew 


Avaddon, in greek Apollyon. 
Fwvericy years the Natjon 
lay under the dreadfal ſcourge 
of war Aa ONT] IC 
of war and coniafion ; tl 
wolt honible kind of war, 
ttc 


Lev. 9. 3 


—— 
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the moſt Jamencable of confſu- . 
ſions. 

The fire came out of the bram- Jud. g.1s. 
Ble, and conſumed the cedars of 
Lebanon : The anointed of the 1am, 4.1; 
Lord was taken in their pits; the, __ fp” 
breath of our noſtrils, our, king, 
and our princes were among the 
gentiles. The law was no more ; 
the prophets received no wiſin 
from the Lord. Hunted we were 
from form to form; emptyed 
from weſſel to weſſel; ſcattered je.,s.u; 
like the bones, which the prophet 
ſaw in the walley, which were wes 
ry many, and wery dry, 

When bchold another inrer- 
change of providence, {ſudden 
and wonderful ! There was a 
noife, and behold a fhakins, and pet, x1, 


the bones came together ; bone un- i 


to bis bane : loe ! ſinews and jl:jÞ 
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came upon them, and the Skin co- 
wered them ; they were reſtored 
as at the firſt; breath came into 
them, and they lived, and flood 
upon their feet, and were a great 
army. 

Five years are not compleated 
ſince we are tryed again by ſuch 
a miraculous reſtitution ; indeed 
by an abſolute reſurrc&on. 

And now ſince that time how 
various have been the mixtures , 
how quickand ſudden have been 
the changesof ls providence ? 

Three years he expected fruit 
of ! DIS barren fro- tree; he let 1t 


alone the fourth alſo, faving, If 


it bear fruit, well, and if not , 
he ſcemed to lay, T will cut it 
down. 

He calleda deſtroying Angel 3 
he pur a new {word into his 
| hand 
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hand, and with it a commiſſion 
| to kill, and to deſtroy his thou- 
' ſands, ten thouſands, hundred 
thaakids 

Who can cxprels the HK 
of his execution, the terrors and 
conſternations of them that did 
eſcape; the various complicati- 
ons of anguiſh and miſery, tor- 
ments and deaths of them that 
fe]] in the execution ? 

How did the city become ſolita- 1m, x. © 
ry that was full of people ? ſhe {ate 
2s awidow, her children forſook 
her, her friends fled away from 
her, her ſtreets were deſaglate , 
her houſcs were full of the not1- 
{ome carcales of the ſlain. 

O that my head were waters, Jer.c.x; 
and mine eyes a fountain of 
tcars , that I might weep day 
ard night , for the ſlain of < 

daughter 
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daughter of my people. 

And now again, behold ano- 
ther interchange, the goodneſs as 
well as the ſeverity of God, t0- 
wards them that fell ſeverity, to- 
wards us goodneſs, if we continue 
in his goodneſs. 

He hath mingled mercy with 
his judgements, he puts rhe cx- 
periment to the utmoſt to try it 
yet we will repent. 

He hath not ſufferd ns to fall 
znto the hands of man ; not given 
us over into the hands of our 1n- 
folent and barbarous enemies. 
He hath given victory to the 
King 3 he hath wonderfully pre- 
ſerved the perſon of his Royal 
Highneſs 3 he hath kept our 
Ships and Navies from deſiru- 
tion. 

In a marvailous way of mercy 
ne 
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he hath ſheltered our- moſt gra 
cious Soycraign, and his Royal 
Relations, and his whole Train 
and Family, Thoſe noble and 
eminent perſons both of Church 
and State, who to_make them- 
ſelves a ſtay and comfort to the 
poor and infected of the City, 
cheerfully and conſtantly ex- 
poled ricmfelves to danger, he 
hath deliver d fro; a the ſnare of 
the _ and from the noiſome 
peſtilence. He hath g1ven plenty.-- 
' . And laſtly, he hath cauſed 
the As. Angel to theath 
his ſword, and ſtay his hand. 
And we are met together a Ppre- 
ſerved remnant of men, that 
nave not been killed by theſe 


plagues. 
Is bat ſhall we render ?--- Pral.116, 
{  O that men would therefore ,. _ 197. 


praiſe 
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praiſe the Lord for his good- | © 


neſs , and declare the wanders | 1 
that he doth for the children of | tl 
men. | 1 
Let us repent therefore, and 
turn from our evil ways ; let us 
do no more fooliſhly, left a worſe 
thing come unto us. We have 
ſeen the danger of Impenitency, 
after ſo many Motives to Repen- #4 
tance. | 
Behold now wiſdom cryes un- 
tous, and utters her woice 1n 
this great and noble Congrega- 
Prov. iu: tion: How long ye ſunple ones 
cos will ye love ſumplicity, and ye 
ſecorners delight . in ſcorning ? 
Turn ye, tarnye at my reproof; 
for why will ye dye, ye houſe of 
Iſrael ? 
Never let it be ſaid of us,whicl 
is here ſpoken of the perſons 


of 
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of the Text, that the reſt of the 
men, which were not khalled by 
theſe plagues, yet repented not of 
the works of their hands. 


